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22 April 2020 

 

To: His Excellency the President Gotabaya Rajapaksa 

 

Through: Hon. Minister of Health and Indigenous Medical Services Pavithra 

  Wanniarachchi 

Lt. General Shavendra Silva, Army Commander and Head, National 

Operations Centre for COVID-19 Response 

Dr. Anil Jasinghe, Director General of Health Services 

 

Your Excellency,  

Ban of Tobacco Sales during the COVID-19 Epidemic in Sri Lanka 

We, stakeholders of tobacco control and public health in Sri Lanka, would like to 

urgently appeal to you to consider banning sale of all tobacco products in Sri Lanka 

during this current COVID-19 epidemic considering the serious and severe harmful 

impact of tobacco on the containment of this epidemic and on the health and 

economy of Sri Lanka.  

Tobacco smoking in various forms is now known to increase the risk of smokers 

contracting the virus and, if infected, developing severe complications including 

death. Furthermore, Tobacco chewing can increase the risk of spreading the disease, 

mostly because of public spitting. In this context, the sentinel initiative by the 

National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol requesting the government to stop 

tobacco sales during the acute phase needs to be deeply appreciated. Furthering 

their effort, we kindly request you to consider banning the sale of tobacco until we 

see through this COVID-19 challenge successfully. Such a people-friendly tobacco sale 

ban eliminating a major risk factor of the COVID-19 will greatly and palpably 

contribute to sustain the current successes in its control and expedite our country’s 

return to normalcy.  

Banning tobacco trade would directly and indirectly help Sri Lankans to remain 

protected from COVID-19 and to contribute to the revival of the economy of the 

country. It would not only reduce the negative economic impact of the COVID-19 on 

Sri Lanka contributing to decreased numbers of patients and severe cases, but would 

also strengthen the household economy by reducing the household costs due to 

disease and expenditure on tobacco. As you are aware, the annual cost of tobacco 

use in Sri Lanka includes 20,000 deaths, i.e. 55 deaths each day, and Rs. 214 billion  
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in economic losses; and more than 90% of the investment in the monopoly cigarette 

manufacturer in Sri Lanka is from foreign investors. Stopping tobacco trade, while 

encouraging smokers to access available support for cessation, would prevent 

deaths; and drainage of billions of rupees out of the country to the foreign investors, 

while enhancing our foreign reserves. This people-, health- and economy-friendly 

initiative would also have long-term impact on the health of the Sri Lankans and our 

national economy by reducing other tobacco related health, social and economic 

issues.  

Therefore, we appeal to you to consider our proposal favourably and join hands 

with South Africa and India, who have already taken measures in this regard, to 

protect the most vulnerable and disempowered and least informed sect of our 

society during this COVID-19 outbreak. We look forward to a positive response while 

pledging our fullest support in implementing this initiative as another significant 

component of the successful COVID-19 control measures so far executed by the 

government of Sri Lanka.   

 

Thank You.  

 

Yours faithfully, 

Signatories: 

1. Centre for Combating Tobacco, Dr. Mahesh Rajasuriya, Director 

2. Sri Lanka Medical Association, Prof. Indika Karanathilake, President 

3. College of Community Physicians of Sri Lanka, Prof. Kumudu Wijewardena Actg. President 

and Vice President 

4. Sri Lanka College of Psychiatrists, Prof. Shehan Williams, President 

5. Sri Lanka College of Pulmonologists, Dr Nandika Harischandra, President 

6. Government Medical Officers' Association, Dr. Anuruddha Padeniya, President 

7. Alcohol and Drug information Centre, Mr. Pubudu Sumanasekara, Executive Director 

8. Temperance Association of Sri Lanka, Dr. Anula Wijesundere, Vice President  

9. Foundation for Health Promotion, Dr. Jayamal de Silva, Chairman  

 

       

 


